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Synopsis

Get more out of your legacy systems: more performance, functionality, reliability, and manageability
Is your code easy to change? Can you get nearly instantaneous feedback when you do change it?
Do you understand it? If the answer to any of these questions is no, you have legacy code, and it is
draining time and money away from your development efforts. In this book, Michael Feathers offers
start-to-finish strategies for working more effectively with large, untested legacy code bases. This
book draws on material Michael created for his renowned Object Mentor seminars: techniques
Michael has used in mentoring to help hundreds of developers, technical managers, and testers
bring their legacy systems under control. adding features, fixing bugs, improving design, optimizing
performance Getting legacy code into a test harness Writing tests that protect you against
introducing new problems Techniques that can be used with any language or platform--with
examples in Java, C++, C, and C# Accurately identifying where code changes need to be made
Coping with legacy systems that aren t object-oriented Handling applications that don t seem to
have any structureThis book also includes a catalog of twenty-four dependency-breaking
techniques that help you work with program elements in isolation and make safer changes. (c)
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Customer Reviews

Get more out of your legacy systems: more performance, functionality, reliability, and manageability

Is your code easy to change? Can you get nearly instantaneous feedback when you do change it?



Do you understand it? If the answer to any of these questions is no, you have legacy code, and it is
draining time and money away from your development efforts. In this book, Michael Feathers offers
start-to-finish strategies for working more effectively with large, untested legacy code bases. This
book draws on material Michael created for his renowned Object Mentor seminars: techniques
Michael has used in mentoring to help hundreds of developers, technical managers, and testers
bring their legacy systems under control. The topics covered include Understanding the
mechanics of software change: adding features, fixing bugs, improving design, optimizing
performance Getting legacy code into a test harness Writing tests that protect you against
introducing new problems Techniques that can be used with any language or platform&#151;with
examples in Java, C++, C, and C# Accurately identifying where code changes need to be made
Coping with legacy systems that aren&#039;t object-oriented Handling applications that
don&#039;t seem to have any structure This book also includes a catalog of twenty-four
dependency-breaking techniques that help you work with program elements in isolation and make

safer changes. >

MICHAEL C. FEATHERS works for Object Mentor, Inc., one of the world&#039;s top providers of
mentoring, skill development, knowledge transfer, and leadership services in software development.
He currently provides worldwide training and mentoring in Test-Driven Development (TDD),
Refactoring, OO Design, Java, C#, C++, and Extreme Programming (XP). Michael is the original
author of CppUnit, a C++ port of the JUnit testing framework, and FitCpp, a C++ port of the FIT
integrated-testing framework. A member of ACM and |IEEE, he has chaired CodeFest at three
OOPSLA conferences. >

| found Mr. Feathers to be a good author with a very down to earth writing style that made the early
chapters easy to read. You may not want to read this book "cover to cover" as | did though. The last
few chapters are very dry and technical. The latter half of the book is really more of a reference to
whip out when you encounter a problem that you’re not sure how to solve. | highly recommend this

to anyone who is working with, or about to work with, a legacy code base.

Great book. Provides step-by-step instructions on how to deal with code to get it better. Provide
specific advice for every situation and rules that help you recognize the various situations and
appropriate approach. Most of all, it helps you get over the desperation of having to deal with old

unwieldy code and shows you how, even in such situation you can make small improvements that



over time would get you to a better place without having to stop what you are doing for a year to get

there. Really useful.

Changed the way | think about software design. A must read.

I've been using many of these techniques ad hoc for years, but it's so much easier to explain when
things that have names.The author explains that he considers "legacy code" to be any code without
tests. This is, in my experience, almost entirely true.Much of the content of the book consists of
specific techniques for incrementally getting code not designed for testing under test while adding

features and fixes. Lots of gold here, and not buried deep.

This book covered everything that | expected for getting code that was previously not being
automatically tested under test. In particular, the focus on making your designs more
understandable by making them more testable is right on.The only shortcoming that | notice is in
newer test technologies that can aid this process. In particular, mocking frameworks have come a
long way. They can serve very effectively to break dependencies at test time, without removing

them in production and without changing production code.

This is one of the most common books that | buy for teams that I'm helping manage and train. Not
only does it help you work with legacy code but it helps instill type of culture that allows and
promotes creating manageable’ and testable code. | highly recommend every software engineer

read this book. The code is in Java but the concepts easily translate to other languages.

One of the best unit testing books out there, especially when you sit with an untested code-base.
You don’t require a legacy code base to learn from this book, some of the "coolest" refactoring
tricks, while keeping your tests running. Even if you're code base has zero tests, and your work
environment gnarls at your attempts for change, this book lets you take courage that mountains can

turns into little mole heaps.

A great reference for writing unit tests. | don’t refer to it too often, but it is great to have as a

reference next to my desk.
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